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http://www.lacity.org/
http://ralphs.com/index.htm
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The City of Los Angeles donated 5,000 bags for "A Day 
Without a Bag"  giveaways .  
 
 
 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works was busy 
preparing the unincorporated areas for phase 2 of their bag 
ban. County Eco Elves handed out thousands of bags.  
 
 
 

Earthwise Bag Company, Inc. is on a mission to save the  
environment – one plastic bag at a time.  As a Major sponsor, 
Earthwise Bag Company, Inc. is supporting "A Day Without a 
Bag" with a donation of 5,000 reusable bags. 

 
 

Ralphs donated 2,000 bags and hosted 20 bag giveaway sites 
at their Food 4 Less and Ralphs locations all over the County.  

The Eco-Elf Patrol from the LADPW out and about giving reusable 
bags away to shoppers. 
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http://www.aboutthebag.com/
http://www.plasticbaglaws.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Environmental_Quality_Act
http://www.healthebay.org/about-bay/current-issues/marine-debris
http://www.healthebay.org/about-bay/current-issues/marine-debris
http://www.cleanseascoalition.org/
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For Immediate Release: 

 

‘DAY WITHOUT A  BAG’: A HOLIDAY GIFT FOR THE PLANET 

 
L.A. City Council preps sing-use bag ban; reusable giveaways set for Dec. 15 
 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (Wed., December 7, 2011) –  With the Los Angeles City Council poised to move 

forward with a sweeping ban on single-use shopping bags next week, environmental group Heal the Bay 

is conducting a series of reusable bag giveaways and retail promotions on Thursday, Dec. 15. 
 

Heal the Bay’s fifth annual “Day Without a Bag” events give Southland shoppers a special holiday pre-

sent that also benefits the environment – a free reusable bag. 
 

A diverse range of engaged citizens, from Girl Scouts in Agoura Hills to seniors in Covina, will conduct 

bag giveaways and peer-to-peer education at more than 60 locations in Los Angeles County. The grass-

roots activities are designed to educate consumers about the economic and environmental waste created 

by single-use shopping bags. (For a map of all giveaway sites, go to www.healthebay.org/dwab) 
 

“Green Santa” and his band of Los Angeles County Public Works eco-elves also will distribute free re-

usable bags to patrons at high-profile shopping areas throughout the region through Jan. 1. Patrons 

“caught” using reusable bags will be rewarded with special prizes. 
 

While “Day Without a Bag” takes place on the third Thursday of December, Heal the Bay urges shop-

pers to utilize reusable bags 365 days out of the year. Heavy-duty reusable bags are convenient, sustain-

able alternatives used daily by tens of millions around the globe. 
 

This year’s event occurs as regional and statewide momentum builds against the proliferation of single-

use bags. The Los Angeles City Council is mulling what would be the most far-reaching ordinance in 

the nation – a ban on both single-use paper and plastic bags at grocery stores, convenience stores and 

pharmacies. A vote is expected next week. (Heal the Bay calls upon Angelenos to encourage the city of 

Los Angeles to adopt the pending single-use carryout bag ban by contacting Los Angeles Mayor Anto-

nio Villaraigosa.) 
 

An estimated 2.33 billion single-use plastic carryout bags and 400 million single-use paper bags are used 

annually in the city of L.A. With less than 5% of those bags being recycled, the vast majority winds up 

gobbling up precious landfill, clogging storm drains or fouling our oceans. 
 

L.A. County approved an ordinance that bans plastic bags in unincorporated areas and places a charge 

on paper bags in November 2010. The measure kicked in July 1 for supermarkets and will go into effect 

Jan. 1, 2012 for liquor stores and convenience markets. Other municipalities that have banned single-use 

plastic bags include San Francisco, Santa Clara County, San Jose, Long Beach, Santa Monica and Mali-

bu. More than 4 million Californians now live in communities that have banned plastic bags. 
 

“After five years of hosting this event, it’s gratifying to see us reach the tipping point in getting rid of 

single-use shopping bags in Los Angeles County,” said Meredith McCarthy, Heal the Bay’s programs 

director. “Bringing a reusable bag to the store is an easy and impactful way to improve the health of our 

oceans and neighborhoods.” 
 

Assemblymember Julia Brownley (D-Santa Monica) has indicated that she plans to reintroduce a meas-

ure next year calling for a uniform statewide ban on single-use plastic bags, building on her previous 

legislative efforts. 
 

http://www.healthebay.org/dwab
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Sponsor Ralphs is supporting Day Without a Bag by offering to triple its Reuse-a-Bag rebate, leading an 

assortment of businesses scheduled to support the Dec. 15 event through in-store promotions or givea-

ways at locations county- and statewide. Other participating businesses include 99¢ Only Stores® and 

Union Bank. Free bags also will be distributed while supplies last at public libraries in unincorporated 

areas of Los Angeles County. 
 

To buttress the public awareness campaign, Heal the Bay hosted a Dec. 3 “Day Without a Bag Leader-

ship Training” at Cal State Los Angeles for youth interested in galvanizing their communities to reduce 

the consumption of single-use plastic bags. Students from more than 25 schools participated and will be 

distributing bags in their communities on Dec. 15. 
 

Spurred by the success of previous Heal the Bay events, community groups throughout the state and the 

beyond have launched their own “A Day Without a Bag” campaigns. Similar outreach programs will be 

held in San Diego and Orange counties, as well as in Chicago, New Jersey, and even Kuwait City. 
 

Paper bags, while biodegradable, still require vast amounts of fossil fuels and water to produce, distrib-

ute and collect for disposal. For more information on costs of disposable bags: http://

www.healthebay.org/about-bay/current-issues/marine-debris 
 

-30- 

Councilmember Eric Garcetti speaking at the Media Conference 

http://www.healthebay.org/about-bay/current-issues/marine-debris
http://www.healthebay.org/about-bay/current-issues/marine-debris
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L.A. bag ban delayed again as lawmakers ask for further studies 

-- Kate Linthicum, December 17, 2011 

A long-contemplated ban on carryout shopping bags in Los Angeles was held up on Friday when city lawmakers asked for 

further studies on the economic effect of such a move. 

The information they receive will help decide the details of the measure — whether it will ban all single-use shopping bags or 

follow many other California cities and counties in prohibiting plastic bags but still allowing stores to sell paper ones for a small 

fee. 

Support for some kind of bag ban appears to be strong on the City Council, where several members have pledged to get the 

measure passed before March 31, 2012. But a few complained about the length of time it has taken to pass a ban, which was 

first discussed four years ago. 

"It is a shame that we can't drive public policy, as opposed to leading from behind all the time," City Councilman Richard Alar-

con said. 

The Bureau of Sanitation reports than an estimated 2.3 billion plastic bags and 400 million paper bags are used in the city each 

year. Only 5% of the plastic and 21% of the paper end up being recycled. Supporters of the ban say the rest end up in landfills 

and or in nature. 

The environmental group Heal the Bay, which has been lobbying Los Angeles officials to enact a ban since 2007, the year San 

Francisco became the first city in the nation to do so, says plastic bags are among the worst marine pollutants. Councilman Paul 

Krekorian, who co-sponsored the ban, on Friday called the bags "a scourge that's destroying our oceans." 

Krekorian, who believes L.A.'s actions could spur a statewide ban, said he wants the measure passed by March 31, before the 

Legislature's spring break. 

Last year, a proposed state ban on plastic bags died in the Legislature. It was supported by the California Grocers Assn., which 

has complained about a city-by-city patchwork that forces them to follow different rules in different places, and opposed by the 

American Chemistry Council, the lobbying group that represents the plastics industry. 

The group says paper bags are just as bad for the environment because of the energy required to produce them. Others have 

pointed out that even producing reusable bags takes an environmental toll. Bag manufacturer Crown Poly, located in Vernon, 

said the ban would threaten the livelihoods of hundreds of employees. 

L.A. Councilwoman Jan Perry, whose Energy and Environment Committee considered the ban Friday, said she is not yet con-

vinced that including paper bags in the proposal is the best move for the city. She asked the chief legislative analyst and the city 

administrative officer to report back in 30 days on the potential cost of several scenarios, including a ban on both types of bags, 

a ban only on plastics and the possibility of charging a fee for paper bags. 

Perry also requested that the Bureau of Sanitation craft a 60-day plan to inform stores and community members about coming 

changes. City officials appear wary of potential legal ramifications. 

Many cities and counties have enacted bans in recent years, including Los Angeles County, Long Beach, Manhattan Beach, 

Santa Monica and Malibu. Several of them, including L.A. County, have faced legal action as a result, said Karen Coca, who 

heads the Bureau of Sanitation's recycling division. 

Manhattan Beach was sued on the basis of inadequate environmental review, Coca said, adding that the state Supreme Court 

upheld the ban. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/politics/government/paul-krekorian-PEPLT00007725.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/politics/government/paul-krekorian-PEPLT00007725.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/politics/jan-perry-PEPLT007543.topic
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Santa Monicans encouraged to go a day without a bag  

—Kevin Herrera, December 13, 2011 

CITYWIDE — Santa Monica-based environmental watchdog Heal the Bay is encouraging residents across Los 

Angeles County to go a day without a bag Thursday as part of its effort 

to spread the word about the dangers of using plastic bags. 

 

The fifth annual "Day Without a Bag" education campaign will give 

Southland shoppers the opportunity to receive a free reusable bag when 

they visit various businesses, including retail, banks and grocery stores. 

 

In Santa Monica, residents and visitors can get a bag at Union Bank, the 

Santa Monica Pier Aquarium and the Ralphs on Cloverfield Boulevard 

(from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.), according to Heal the Bay.The Santa Monica 

City Council passed a ban on single-use plastic bags that went into ef-

fect Sept. 1., and imposed a 10-cent fee on paper bags. Elected officials were concerned about the bags' environ-

mental impact and wanted to encourage people to carry reusable bags. 

More than 26 million plastic bags are used by Santa Monicans every year, city officials said, and that majority are 

not recycled or disposed of properly, contributing to pollution while posing a risk to marine life which may mis-

take the bags for food, according to Heal the Bay. 

 

According to the Santa Monica Office of Sustainability and the Environment, more free plastic or paper bags are 

used for 12 minutes before being released into the environment. Less than 5 percent of the 19 billion plastic bags 

used each year in California are recycled. 

 

That has led cities like Santa Monica, San Francisco, Long Beach and Malibu, as well as Los Angeles County, to 

impose bans on single-use plastic bags. The Los Angeles City Council is poised to move forward with its own ban 

next week that would also include paper bags, according to Heal the Bay. 

 

An estimated 2.33 billion plastic bags and 400 million paper bags are used annually in L.A. 

 

"After five years of hosting this event, it's gratifying to see us reach the tipping point in getting rid of single-use 

shopping bags in Los Angeles County," said Meredith McCarthy, Heal the Bay's programs director. "Bringing a 

reusable bag to the store is an easy and impactful way to improve the health of our oceans and neighborhoods." 

 

Assemblymember Julia Brownley (D-Santa Monica) has indicated that she plans to reintroduce a measure next 

year calling for a uniform statewide ban on single-use plastic bags, building on her previous legislative efforts. 

 

"We're proud to support Heal the Bay in this important effort to encourage sustainable choices to benefit the envi-

ronment," said Union Bank Senior Vice President and Regional Manager Christine Sarkissof. "We strongly believe 

in preserving the environment, and it remains one of our core values -- our participation is one of the ways we 

demonstrate our commitment at the community level." 
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99 Cent Only Stores Plans to Give Away Over 9,999 Reusable Bags 

on Thursday December 15th at All Stores in Los Angeles and San 

Diego Counties 
 

--99 Cent Only Stores Partners With Environmental Non-Profit Organization, Heal the 

Bay in Support of Their "A Day Without A Bag" Campaign --Bags will be given to cus-

tomers with minimum purchase of $29.99  

 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 14, 2011 /PRNewswire via COMTEX/ -- 99 Cent Only Stores® will 

participate in Heal the Bay's "A Day without a Bag" campaign to help promote the use of reusa-

ble bags and environmental responsibility. The campaign will take place on Thursday, Decem-

ber 15th, and this year 99 Cent Only Stores' customers in Los Angeles and San Diego counties 

who make a minimum purchase of $29.99 will receive a free large reusable shopping bag.  

 

 
 

"This is the fourth consecutive year that we proudly participate in this campaign. We are proud 

to be part of an activity that encourages shoppers to adopt reusable bags as part of their every-

day habits", says Eric Schiffer, CEO.  

 

In addition to the bags that 99 Cent Only Stores will be giving its customers, the Commerce, 

California based retail company has also made a donation of 1,000 reusable bags to 'Heal the 

Bay' for their volunteers to distribute at various public sites throughout L.A. County.  

99 Cent Only Stores will partner with Heal the Bay in Los Angeles and the San Diego Environ-

mental Commission by giving over 9,999 reusable bags in both counties.  

 

More in Santa Monica  

 

99 Cent Only Stores will contribute to the 'Share a Bag' program arranged by the City of Santa 

Monica donating 1,000 reusable bags. The initiative seeks to eliminate the use of single plastic 

bags by encouraging Santa Monicans to bring their excess reusable bags and depositing them in 

designated bins so others can use them. The bags donated by 99 Cent Only Stores will be avail-

able at select Santa Monica locations for free.  

 

Copyright (C) 2011 PR Newswire. All rights reserved  
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Agoura to consider ban on carry out plastic bags  
2011-12-22 / Front Page 

By Stephanie Bertholdo  

 
The City of Agoura Hills joined Heal the Bay in its effort to reduce the use of plastic and paper bags at grocery 

stores. 
 

In a fifth annual “Day Without a Bag” campaign Dec. 15, Heal the Bay and the city distributed reusable, environ-

mentally friendly grocery bags to City Hall, the library and the recreation center on Thousand Oaks Boulevard.  
 

At the Dec. 14 City Council meeting, Mayor John Edelston commended Kevin Jontz, a restoration and monitoring 

specialist with the environmental agency, for the agency’s commitment to convince people to use reusable bags 

instead of paper or plastic bags. 
 

Edelston shared some stark statistics at the meeting. Los Angeles County residents use more than 6 billion disposa-

ble plastic shopping bags last year—less than 5 percent of which are recycled. 
 

Collectively, cities throughout California spend nearly $25 million each year to collect and dispose of plastic bag 

waste. 
 

Paper bags are not the solution. Edelston said while paper bags are biodegradable, the “vast amounts” of fossil 

fuels and water required to produce and distribute the bags renders them harmful to the environment. 
 

“Heavy-duty reusable bags are convenient, environmentally friendly alternatives that are used world 

wide,” Edelston said. 
 

Agoura Hills gave away 150 reusable bags on Dec. 15, and will continue to offer them to residents while their sup-

ply lasts. 
 

“Los Angeles County passed a sweeping ban on plastic bags, which next year will cover more than 1,000 super-

markets in unincorporated areas,” Edelston said. 

 

“Manufacturers of plastic bags should either change the materials used in these bags to be biodegradable or use a 

product which would trigger plastic bags biodegradability after a limited time frame,” he said. “But the incorpora-

tion of such technology is not now used, and therefore the city of Agoura Hills should examine the ban on the use 

of plastic bags.” 
 

Nearly 20,000 reusable bags were given away during the annual event at 60 locations throughout the county. While 

“Day Without a Bag” takes place on one day in December, Heal the Bay urges shoppers to opt for the reusable 

bags 365 days a year. 
 

To that end, Jontz said, “Green Santa and his band of Los Angeles County Public Works eco-elves will distribute 

free reusable bags to folks at shopping areas throughout the region through Jan. 1.” 
 

This year’s event was staged as a statewide momentum against the proliferation of single-use bags. The 

Los Angeles City Council is considering how to proceed with new ordinances that could set a standard 

nationwide, banning both single-use paper and plastic bags at supermarkets, convenience stores and 

pharmacies. Edelston said Agoura will consider joining other municipalities like Malibu, San Francisco 

and Santa Monica in their ban of single-use bags.  
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KCET.com 
LA River  
 

Day Without a Bag: Where to Get a Free Reusable Bag 
by Yosuke Kitazawa 

on December 14, 2011 4:57 PM 

Join us this Thursday, December 15th in 

observing A Day Without a Bag. Pre-

sented by Heal the Bay, the event en-

courages shoppers and retailers to forgo 

single-use, plastic shopping bags in fa-

vor of reusable bags.  

To raise awareness of this campaign, 

Heal the Bay will be handing out free 

reusable bags at over 60 locations 

throughout Los Angeles County.  

 

Here's an alarming fact, from Heal the 

Bay's website: 

 

Californians use 19 billion plastic bags every year. This generates over 147,000 tons of unnec-

essary waste that ends up in our landfills, chokes local rivers and storm drain systems, and en-

ters the ocean, threatening marine life. 

 

When we accompanied Alicia Katano and students from Youth Voices for a river cleanup at the 

Glendale Narrows section of the L.A. River, we saw firsthand how many plastic bags end up in 

the river.   

They can also be seen at Compton Creek.  

 

And at the confluence of the Arroyo Seco and the L.A. River, as 

seen in the top photo.  

 

Let's help clean up our 

beautiful natural habitats 

by starting with one sim-

ple task: spend a day 

without a bag! 

 

 

http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/landofsunshine/la-river/
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/landofsunshine/la-river/day-without-a-bag-get-a-free-reusable-bag-and-help-heal-the-bay.html
http://www.healthebay.org/get-involved/events/day-without-bag
http://www.healthebay.org
http://www.healthebay.org/get-involved/events/day-without-bag/sites
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/lariver/convergence/non-point-pollution.html
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/youthvoices/la-river/plastic-trees-styrofoam-leaves.html
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/lariver/los-feliz/
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/lariver/
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/richland-farms/the-present/compton-creek-1.html
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/lariver/elysian-valley/arroyo-seco-confluence.html
http://www.kcet.org/socal/departures/highland-park/reinterpreting-highland-park/reimagining-the-arroyo-seco.html
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