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PITCHING IN

A visit from the Dodgers reminds President Mark Gold about the joys of volunteering

nlike many environmental groups, the key to Heal

the Bay's success has always been the leadership and

participation of incredible volunteers. Since found-
ing president Dorothy Green held court with volunteers
monthly in her Westwood living room in 1985, they've led
the way for Heal the Bay. Even | got my start at Heal the
Bay as a science and policy volunteer working on urban
runoff and sewage pollution.

Since then, so many of our projects have been spear-
headed by passionate and determined volunteers. Dedi-
cated supporters are responsible for our fishbones logo,
our ad campaigns, the design of the Beach Report Card®,
thousands of beach and river cleanups and even filling the
hearing rooms for MPAs. The bay would be a very different
place if it weren’t for our volunteers.

Some of my most rewarding moments at Heal the Bay
have been watching volunteers in action. On a recent
chilly, overcast morning, a crowd of 300 volunteers came
out to clean the beach at the Santa Monica Pier alongside
their Los Angeles Dodgers heroes, past and present.

Nearly every volunteer was dressed in Dodger gear and
some came three hours early to meet Matt Kemp, Rafael
Furcal, Steve Garvey, Fernando Valenzeula, Derrel Thom-
as, Charlie Steiner, Sweet Lou Johnson, Shawn Green,
Gabe Kapler, Tony Gwynn Jr. and Jay Gibbons. Despite
the drizzle, everyone had a great time cleaning the beach,
getting autographs and listening to the players tell stories
of their exploits on the baseball diamond. A couple of
hours volunteering at the beach made me feel like a kid
again and brought back a lifetime of great memories for
me and hundreds of other fans.

About eight years ago, | remember dragging my oldest
son Zack to his first Compton Creek cleanup. He was in
awe of the amount of garbage and debris in the creek and
the efforts of the rubber boot-clad volunteers to clean up
the modern-day Augean stables. | think that day in Comp-
ton Creek had an enormous impact on him as a volunteer.
He went from cleaning up beaches to volunteering at our
aquarium (over 500 hours as a high school student) to help-
ing to create and implement Santa Monica High School’s
“Teach and Test” weekly beach water quality monitoring
program to testifying for plastic bag bans and MPAs as the
President of Samohi's Heal the Bay Surfrider Club. Volun-
teering has truly shaped Zack’s life at a very young age.

In 1990, | remember watching 4,000 parents and chil-
dren marching on Santa Monica Beach for our right to
clean water at Heal the Bay’s Children’s March. That was
truly an inspiration, but no more inspiring than watching

From L to R, Charlie Steiner, Fernando Valenzeula, Mark Gold,
Jay Gibbons, Matt Kemp, Rafael Furcal

Tiger Kang and his troop of a thousand plus, brightly-clad
Pacific Asian Volunteer Assn. helpers descend upon a dirty
stretch of the L.A. River.

Or watching hundreds of Whittier College Poets clean-
ing up the Coyote Creek tributary to the San Gabriel River.
Or watching volunteers remove a full acre of iceplant to
allow the gorgeous yellow blooms of the native Corepsis
to emerge at the Point Dume headlands.

Or viewing for the first time the volunteer-created “Ma-
jestic Plastic Bag” mockumentary that recently made it
all the way to The Sundance Film Festival and has been
viewed nearly 1.5 million times on YouTube!

All of these moments make me realize how lucky our
coastal waters and watersheds are to have the attention
of our volunteers. And how lucky I've been to work with
so many tireless, inspired people that work so hard for a
healthy bay and healthy neighborhoods because they un-
derstand that giving back improves everyone’s quality of
life. It feels good to protect what you love, be it the beach
or our inland waterways.

Thanks to Earth Day, April is Heal the Bay’s biggest vol-
unteer month of the year. Please join us and volunteer for
one or more Earth Month events. Check out page three
for more information.

Tl et

To read more of Mark’s observations about regional
environmental news, visit his blog, Spouting Off, at

spoutingoff.wordpress.com. [
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SCIENCE

Malibu Creek Watershed

In 2011, Heal the Bay will release the State
of the Malibu Creek Watershed Report

in collaboration with the Santa Monica
Bay Restoration Commission. This 10 year
analysis includes information on trends in
water and habitat quality, and plant and
animal life in the Malibu Creek Watershed.
This watershed includes some of the

last natural streams and less developed
areas in Los Angeles County, and emp-

ties in Malibu Lagoon and world-famous
Surfrider Beach.

Marine Protected Areas
With the adoption of Southern California
marine protected areas (MPAs) in 2010,
Heal the Bay will focus this year on
education about the
new MPAs to ocean
users. We'll also
help monitor
human use of
areas within
and outside
the new
MPAs in L.A.
County. For
more infor-
mation about
our MPA plans
this year, check
out page nine.

Stream Watch

In 2011, Heal the Bay will launch our new
Stream Watch program. The program will
utilize trained staff and community-based
volunteers who will serve as the eyes of the
Malibu Creek Watershed by assessing and
documenting ecosystem impairments, like
habitat destruction. This dedicated field
presence will enable us to identify small
problems before they escalate.

EDUCATION

Santa Monica Pier Aquarium

Our Santa Monica Pier Aquarium is de-
veloping new curriculum for high school
groups in 2011 to meet the needs of the
regions’ older students. Programs will
range from a study of sustainable prac-
tices for everyday life, to careers in ocean
science. Visitors can look forward to a new
exhibit in our main gallery by the close of
2011.

Plan

A sampling of new initiatives set for the coming months

Classroom Enrichment

Heal the Bay's educational efforts will
continue to expand through curriculum,
field experiences, professional develop-
ment, and new programs. This year we'll
focus our efforts on three areas — our
high school Creek Education Programs,
National Geographic Teacher Literacy
Guides and professional development,
and building a unique multi-visit learning
experience by combining our Speakers
Bureau and our Key to the Sea, K-5 hands-
on curriculum.

COMMUNITY ACTION

Beyond Local

In 2011, Heal the Bay will launch our
Beyond Local Workshops, which will train
individuals to take action in their local
communities to improve the environment.
The eight-week training session will draw
from Heal the Bay's varied outreach pro-
grams, like Speakers Bureau and Beach
Captain trainings, to provide workshop
participants with a more hands-on
experience and enable them to

become Heal the Bay leaders.

WAYS Reading & Fitness Park
Heal the Bay and its South L.A.
community partner, Wisdom Academy
for Young Scientists, with the support of
Councilwoman Jan Perry, will coordinate
the construction of the WAYS Reading
& Fitness Park. The park will be the
cutting edge of green technology,

and will capture, filter and infiltrate
urban runoff. For more information

on the park, check out page five.

Vermont Median

In 2011, Heal the Bay and its community
partner, Association of Communities
United of South L.A. (ACUSLA), will
coordinate with County Board
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas to
develop a much needed green space for
the local community along Manchester
and Vermont Avenue. This greening
project will represent the first phase of
similar efforts along the Vermont corridor
that will seek not only to provide
recreational spaces for local residents,
but will also feature proven

technologies to fight urban runoff
pollution.

ADVOCACY

Low Impact Development

Low Impact Development (LID) is green
urban design aimed at lessening runoff
volume and pollution.This year, the final
LID ordinance in the City of L.A. will be
adopted. The City of Long Beach will
also adopt an LID ordinance. We'll be
advocating for a National Redevelopment
Policy, which will include LID components
and strong LID requirements during the
L.A. stormwater permit development
process. The L.A. County Stormwater
Permit is a key regulatory tool for
keeping polluted runoff out of our

rivers and creeks and off of our

beaches.

Statewide Policy on Toxic Waters
Heal the Bay will advocate for a strong
statewide policy on toxicity. Toxicity
tests determine if certain aquatic

life dies or is impacted when exposed
to the water being tested. Unfortunately,
throughout the state, many water
bodies struggle with toxicity. After

many years of asking the State Board

to issue the policy, it finally released

a draft in 2010. We are hopeful that

the policy will be passed in 2011. 3

CELEBRATE

EARTH

MONTH

Heal the Bay celebrates each Earth Day in a big way — by turning
it into a whole month. For the entire month of April, we embody the
catch phrase “Earth Day is every day.” Our month is chockfull of great
events for all ages: cleanups, tablings, events and more. We welcome
volunteers to join us in April to get their hands dirty, meet a few new

friends and learn all about the Santa Monica Bay and how to help it.
Here are some of our upcoming opportunities:

Lots of ways to paint
the town green with
Heal the Bay this April

Come to Our Aquarium

April 16-17

ome to The Santa Monica Pier Aquarium’s Earth Weekend.
We'll offer free admission to anyone who cleans the beach that

weekend.

Cleanups will be ongoing during 11am — 6pm both days on the
beach around the Santa Monica Pier. Meet in front of the aquarium at
1600 Ocean Front Walk, beach level beneath the carousel building to
receive supplies and a safety talk prior to cleaning the beach.

Inside the aquarium, face painting, story times, scavenger hunts, craft
projects, films and more will be taking place. Visitors can check out
marine life off the west end of the pier at the wildlife observation
station. Aquarium naturalists will be on-hand to answer your questions.

SANTA MONICA PIER AQUARIUM
1600 Ocean Front Walk
Santa Monica, 90401

Join Us at
the Beach

April 16

N othin’ But Sand cleanups are hands-on
opportunities for volunteers to directly

improve the condition of Santa Monica Bay

beaches while enjoying the great outdoors.

We'll have Nothin’ But Sand Beach cleanups at

two locations from 10am to noon on April 16:

WILL ROGERS STATE BEACH
17700 Pacific coast Highway at Temescal
Canyon ($1 parking)

TORRANCE BEACH
387 Paseo de la Playa, Torrance, CA 90501
($6 parking)

Come Clean the River
April 30
n April 30 we'll be helping out our friends at the Pacific
American Volunteer Association (PAVA) and Friends of the
Los Angeles River (FOLAR) from 9am to noon at the Great L.A.
River Cleanup. Come out and help us win the inaugural Urban
River Challenge! Friends of the Los Angeles River is taking on
Friends of the Chicago River to see who can bring out the most
volunteers.

RIO DE LOS ANGELES STATE PARK
1555 N. San Fernando Rd, Los Angeles, 90065
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arine Corps veter
an William Hansen,
dressed  sharply

and with a keen energy
in his eyes, stepped up in
front of the Green Vets L.A.
program leadership. Bill,
in suit and tie, handed the
staff printouts of a market-
ing plan that he was pro-
posing. The eco-warrior's
idea was to spread the
word about reusable cloth
shopping bags sewn by his
fellow vets to companies
and government agencies
throughout California. He
offered a great proposal,
but everyone in the room

felt excited for a bigger Bill weds long-time girlfriend Carla on Valentine's Day

reason — Bill's leadership.

After serving in the Marine Corps, Bill went through
some hard times and eventually saw jail time. Fortunately,
he found his way back to Uncle Sam for help.

Bill served as an original member of Green Veterans
Los Angeles, a nonprofit vocational rehabilitation sew-
ing program operating on the grounds of the West Los
Angeles Veterans Administration Hospital. The program
aimed to give the hundreds of veterans living on the hos-
pital grounds both job training and improved self-worth to
aid them in leaving government support and rejoining the
work force.

Bill had begun as a sewing machine operator and having
been both inspired by the program, and having inspired
his teammates, he set his sights on spreading the word in
the community by marketing the green initiative.

The project started out with six patients and a desire
to help those who served and sacrificed for their commu-
nity. As a reserve Army major, a disabled veteran and local
businessman, | decided to found the program after being
touched by the population of veterans on the West L.A.
campus who needed job training. and more. Many felt

abandoned by their government and society. | thought
about a cure for this sense of abandonment within a group
of people who once volunteered to serve their nation.
Motlvated to work W|th the City;of"Santq Monlcas Of-
d 3

the importance of reusable
bags being sewn locally.
(When you based pro-
duction nearby, transport
pollution in our oceans is
minimized and production
energy pollution can be
monitored.) Thus, we cre-
ated jobs locally, starting
with this group of veterans,
many of whom were in and
out of homelessness.

And so Bill, who had
been wounded in many
ways, stood in front of the
senior staff of Green Vets
LA. His plan was sound, but
Bill's health pre-empted our
implementation.  Stricken
with pancreatic cancer, Bill
withdrew from the initiative so he could focus his strength on
defeating his illness. Guided by his vision, the veterans crew
proceeded and is now making thousands of reusable bags.

Like any military squad, the Green Vets team has sup-
ported Bill in the hospital. One of Bill's wishes has been to
marry his long-time girlfriend. Donating a cake and pho-
tographer, the team helped arrange a wedding this winter
in the VA Hospital chapel.

With tears and smiles, the Green Veterans LA team bore
witness to the wedding of Bill and his girlfriend Carla on
Valentine’s Day. Josephine Miller, representing the city of
Santa Monica, attended and paid respect for Bill's service
to the community. Bill received the news from his hospital
bed about the success Heal the Bay had been having in
getting local municipalities to ban plastic bags. He heard
about the bags he had envisioned now being offered by
Heal the Bay to its most important donors.

A conversation Bill and | had in his hospital room during
his cancer treatments speaks volumes about his ongoing
courage and strength. At a moment when most people
would lament their fate and complain about their strug-
gle with pain;, Bill set forth his plan to beat the illness. He
would get back to Green Vets LA, and re-start his market-
ing plan with the Santa Monica Bag Ban and Heal the Bay’s
campaign.

| promised him his position as soon as he could get back

on his feet. [ >t

sephine Miller recognlzed ;

)
A PARK

Reg Mata on how building a much-needed green space in South L.A.
can help protect your local beach

had the good fortune of enjoying some key victories in

our ongoing struggle to make L.A. inner city neighbor-
hoods healthier for people and the ocean. Perhaps the
sweetest victory so far has been California State Parks
recently approving a $1.3 million grant to build the WAYS
Reading & Fitness Park in South L.A. , which will recycle
water to irrigate its surrounding landscape. It will be, in a
sense, a self-sustaining park that will help conserve one of
our most precious resources — water.

The project is the latest chapter in a journey that start-
ed over two years ago when | met Kendra Okonkwo, the
founder and executive director of Wisdom Academy for
Young Scientists (WAYS), a charter elementary school. The
two of us met at a Watts task force meeting on gangs. It
was here that both the social and environmental issues of
the inner-city crossed paths. Our partnership began under
a new program that Heal the Bay piloted with a grant from
the California Coastal Conservancy. Mrs. Okonkwo and |
had no idea what to expect from our collaboration, but we
never imagined that we would be embarking on a project
of this scope and caliber.

We settled on a location on a quiet traffic median behind
the school that was surrounded by homes. lllegal dumpers
had littered the area with garbage. For the folks of Wis-
dom Academy, taking this space back was a really positive
step and so together we started taking design workshops.

| n my work as a Heal the Bay community organizer, I've

The sessions were facilitated by architect Steve Cancian of
Shared Spaces, the firm that we contracted to get input
from the surrounding community.

We dreamt together, and as a community, produced a
rudimentary design that evolved from a small budget of
around $7,000 paid for by a City of Los Angeles Commu-
nity Beautification Grant to an impressive budget of $1.3
million.

The Liberty Hill Foundation stepped up as well to sup-
port our community organizing work. In many ways, our ef-
fort was seen as a gamble because of its unusual communi-
ty organizing tactics. The project is now a perfect example
of a plan rising from the ground up, and of the community
becoming part of the park.

All of Heal the Bay's work has not gone unnoticed by
City of L.A. officials. Councilwoman Jan Perry has now be-
come aggressively involved with the project, championing
access to the site. We are building momentum, and now,
with the Los Angeles Conservation Corps joining forces
with us to complete construction of the first phase of this
project this summer, its realization is starting to become
tangible.

There is much work to do, of course, and the second
phase of the park’s construction will take several years to
complete; but for now, we should all take a moment and
celebrate this momentous victory. A victory that you helped
make possible through your support of Heal the Bay! =3
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PlayTime

Team up with Heal the Bay’s athletic events
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The Santa Monica Pier Paddleboard Race

Ocean Festival and Waterman's History
Day is coming up on June 11. Join us for
paddleboard races, dory competitions, out-
rigger canoes, live music and more. There
will be a “museum for the day” on the pier
deck that will feature historic surfboards,
paddleboards and lifeguard equipment.
Participation in the race is limited and
early registration is encouraged. For more
information visit www.pierpaddle.com.
Heal the Bay receives a portion of the
net proceeds from the event.

Chivas

This Earth Month, Heal the Bay and the City of Los Angeles
have joined forces with Chivas USA for an amazing school

recycling program. The school that fills up the most recycling
bins wins unbelievable prizes—like two tickets for a Chivas
USA home game for every student, teacher and staff member
for the winning school. Chivas will announce the winners at
our April 16th cleanup at Torrance Beach.

Beth Ryan started
volunteering with
us back in 1999,
when she joined
the Stream Team.
Since then, she has
2 helped out with an
uncountable number of cleanups, restorations
and events. Beth is running this year's Santa

Santa Monica Classic

Registration is now open for the 2011 Santa Monica Classic. The
Classic is a 5K and a 10K and a portion of net proceeds benefit Heal
the Bay. Race day is Sunday, May 15. You can register online now at
active.com or e-mail smc@lamarathon.com or call 310.271.7200.

Monica Classic for Heal the Bay. We recently
asked Beth what motivated her to run.

“So, my New Year's resolution was to
incorporate more ‘me’ time into my life,
and try to relax more. | blocked out specific
weekends just for myself. Unfortunately, that
only lasted through February when, out of

boredom, | had to modify my resolution. derful time. | am not a great runner, and
Now, those weekends are filled with
charity runs. I'm doing two runs a month is such a good feeling to be surrounded
until June, when | begin my swim train-
ing for the Nautica Malibu Triathlon. | ran for Heal the Bay and the great work that
the SM Classic in 2010 and had a won-

the atmosphere was perfect for me. It
by people who share the same passion

they are doing.” Go Beth!

GOING

GREEN E

Our supporters discuss the importance of eco-friendly business

RIC SCHIFFER has been Chief

Executive Officer of 99¢ Only
Stores® since 2005. He received
his MBA from Harvard Business
School and an engineering degree
from Duke University. Eric and his
spouse Karen have four children
and reside in Los Angeles. He's
very active in his local community
with several charities.

Q: How did 99¢ Only Stores® first get involved with Heal the Bay?
A: 99¢ Only Stores® is based in Los Angeles and our founding family
has been financial supporters of Heal the Bay for many years. We are
now in our second year of sponsoring Nothin’ But Sand beach clean-
ups and have participated in “A Day Without a Bag” since it began.
We even introduced a beautiful reusable shopping bag in our stores
promoting Heal the Bay.

Q: What are the environmental issues that matter most to

99¢ Only Stores®? How do they tie in with Heal the Bay’s work?
A: Reducing our carbon footprint and overall waste is important to us
and that reflects part of Heal the Bay’s mission too. To reduce truck
fuel usage we utilize innovative transportation logistic processes. If
a customer has three items or less, we ask them if they need a bag
before automatically offering one. Plus, we keep reusable shopping
bags visible near the front of the store.

Our buyers are always on the look-out for opportunities to stock
green or organic products for customers throughout the year and they
work with our suppliers to reduce the amount of packaging our prod-
ucts come in. We recycle cardboard boxes and plastic shrink-wrap
after use and we provide recycling bins for bottles and aluminum cans
throughout our Store Support Center and store break rooms. We
replaced the lighting in our existing stores and warehouses with
energy efficient lighting and/or timers and we've incorporated sky-
lights into our newer stores. We also donate truckloads and truck-
loads of good product to food banks and local charities.

Q: Do you have any advice for other businesses

trying to go green?

A: Take a look at how your business operates from the ground up and
ask yourself if certain processes are the best ones. Ask your people
who are on the front lines what their ideas are. Plus, some of the
changes, especially eliminating waste, can also save you money!

Q: Can you tell me about any other eco-initiatives

that 99¢ Only Stores® works on?

A: We hope by 2012 to offer a whole line of environmentally friendly
products under a new brand called Eco-Cents! >t |

IKE SULLIVAN from LAcarGUY grew up in Malibu, surfing,
diving and eating out of the ocean.
In his words, “It was just what we did.”
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Beach Report Card WHibe Sellivas

December 21, 2010

Q: How do you support Heal the Bay?

A: Back in the early 90s, we gave away a new VW Beetle to help sup-
port HtB. We now support annually, and this year, we signed a three-
year commitment to support the Beach Report Card program, that
iconic little grading system that lets us know we are making water-
quality progress. We also bring our crews from all the dealerships
to do a beach cleanup and we've even hosted a Heal the Bay board
meeting at Lexus Santa Monica. We educate our 700+ employees
with “HtB Tips” in our monthly green e-newsletter and soon, we are
excited to be hosting Earth Day Lunch & Learn with Heal the Bay's
Speakers Bureau.

Q: What are you working on now to become more green?

A: We are designing both of our new Toyota stores to be LEED
certified. In May, we launch a new, stunning plug-in hybrid sports
car called FISKER. We are the largest hybrid dealer in the world
and Toyota Santa Monica is the number one Prius dealership in the
world. In November 2010, Senator Pavley’s office presented the vice
president of Toyota Santa Monica, Bill Rinker, with the coveted En-
vironmental Sustainability Award. We use LED lighting that cut our
wattage output by 82%. We installed Dyson hand dryers in restrooms
and we have a “zero waste” Christmas BBQ. We are able to divert
more than 90% of the waste generated from the event from landfills
by recycling and composting. Oh yeah, my house is solar paneled
and in May, with my FISKER and Prius plug-in, | will also be DRIVING

off the grid! ==
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SeaArt

The Santa Monica Pier Aquarium has a lot of drawing power ... literally.

An artist sketches the touch tanks at the recent Artist Night
at the Santa Monica Pier Aquarium

to deny at our Santa Monica Pier Aquarium. The intense

neon orange and blue of the Spanish shawl nudibranchs,
the symmetry of a sea star, the sculpted beauty of a gracefully
floating strand of giant kelp all serve as powerful muses.

Many people think of science and art as two separate things,
but at the Aquarium, the concepts are intertwined whenever
possible. “I think it's great we're able to offer a venue showing
how science and art coexist,” says Vicki Wawerchak, our facil-
ity’s director. “We're very fortunate to have the space and also
the talent of both our volunteers and the local community.”

The Aquarium has been working to showcase this talent.
We recently hosted our second annual underwater photog-
raphy contest. The entries beautifully highlight myriad marine
animals and underwater seascapes that underscore the impor-
tance of our new marine protected areas (MPAs). (To find out
more about MPAs, check out page 11.) You can check out the
winning entries on Heal the Bay's Flickr pages online.

And in a true collaboration of art and science, the Aquarium
is using a wall in our Dorothy Green Room to display art instal-
lations, offering a different artist each month the opportunity
to present selections of marine-related work. The exhibits by
volunteers and friends of the Aquarium have highlighted crea-
tures from Alaska to Tahiti and have spanned the mediums
of photography, pen and ink, digitally created imagery and
watercolor.

T he connection between art and the marine world is hard

ModelCitizens

Educator Aaron Kind and the animals of our Aquarium take up art modeling

eing a talented artist, whose works have hung on

my mother’s refrigerator and graced a few bathroom
stalls, | was pretty excited to host the Santa Monica Pier
Aquariums’ first Artist Night this past February. The
event reached out to the local artists in the community,
and by keeping the RSVP list to a minimum, the Aquari-
um had plenty of room for the artists to set up.

The Aquarium’s local species were the models for the
night; moray eels, octopus, sharks and moon jellies took
center stage for the evening’s festivities. Photographers,
painters and even a couple of digital sculptors attended
the two-hour event. For the first hour, the Aquarium
lights were dimmed to help photographers reduce glare
from the tanks for their shots.

For the second hour, the lights were brought back
up and sea stars, sea urchins and other denizens of the
deep were placed in bins so painters and sketchers
could get an up close look. A little bit of ‘60s beachy
rock 'n" roll set the mood for the artists and models alike.
After talking with the participants (the ones without the
fins), the Aquarium staff is planning to set another artist
night coming up soon. “Tonight is about artists hang-
ing out with other artists,” | overheard one woman say,
and | was excited to offer this great community with a
venue to do just that. For further information on upcom-
ing events, visit www.healthebay.org/smpa and join the
Aquarium on Facebook to check out pictures from the

night. ENESSIIEEN
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Turn your beach walk into community service hours with our new volunteer program

t long last, we have a
new set of marine pro-
tected areas (MPAS) in

Southern California. The final
map of adopted MPAs cre-
ates 36 new MPAs encom-
passing about 187 square
miles of state waters. (Want
to see the final map? Visit
www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa.)

Ocean supporters came
out in force at the final meet-
ing, with over 100 public
comments given (most from
the conservation commu-
nity)l The public process for
the south coast began way
back in July 2008 and more
than 12,000 written public
comments were submitted
through the process to help
inform recommendations on
MPAs.

Now, the California Department of Fish and Game will
be responsible for implementing our local MPAs through
enforcement, education, monitoring and research activi-
ties. Implementation is anticipated to go officially into ef-
fectin mid 2011 after appropriate filings with the Office of
Administrative Law and the Secretary of State.

Volunteer Requirements:

® Must enjoy long walks on the beach

e Attend one class and field training

* Ability to pause and appreciate a breaching
whale or dolphin playing in the surf while
performing a survey

e  Willingness to spend time at the beach in
order to complete a minimum of four surveys
a month

* Be able to resist temptation to jump in the
water to go surfing at Point Dume until after
completing a survey

e Enthusiasm for contributing to science with-
out having to wear a white lab coat

e Must be 15 years or older

To bolster public aware-
ness and to track uses of the
new MPAs, Heal the Bay has
just launched a brand-new
USC Sea Grant-funded vol-
unteer program called MPA
Watch. By walking along the
beach in Malibu and visu-
ally surveying ocean users in
one-hour sessions, this pro-
gram is a great way to com-
bine your love of the beach
with collecting valuable sci-
entific data. Volunteers are
trained to monitor coastal
and marine resource use.

The data volunteers col-
lect will provide important
information to help us under-
stand how people are using
these new marine protected
areas. The data will also help
inform  MPA management.

Heal the Bay held our first volunteer trainings for this pilot
program in March, but it's not too late to get involved. You
can still become a local ocean steward as an MPA Watch
volunteer. Contact staff scientist Dana Roeber Murray at
dmurray@healthebay.org if you want to know more about
this fun, new volunteer program. =3
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MaliouLagoon: MYTHvs.FACT

n highly urbanized Southern California, we've lost much of our

wetland habitat and our remaining lagoons are often highly

degraded. Malibu Lagoon is one of the few remaining tidal

lagoons in the region and marks critical habitat for the feder-

ally endangered tidewater goby and southern steelhead trout,
as well as a diversity of wetland shorebirds. But, Malibu Lagoon is
in trouble. It is being clogged by sediments, has severely low dis-
solved oxygen levels, and is not in its natural state.

Heal the Bay cherishes the beautiful Malibu coast and under-
stands that Malibu Lagoon is an essential part of a healthy envi-
ronment. Many people have worked for decades to protect the
lagoon and improve water quality throughout the Malibu Creek
watershed. The area has also been heavily studied by experts at

many of the state’s leading universities.

project.

It's clear that Malibu Lagoon is less vibrant and diverse, especially
under the surface of the water, than other lagoons in Southern Cali-
fornia, such as Bolsa Chica in Huntington Beach or the Carpinteria
Salt Marsh. Fortunately, the California Coastal Commission late last
year approved carefully developed plans to restore the Lagoon and
improve circulation. The State Park restoration, guided by science and
input from top wetlands ecologists throughout the state, is expected
to begin this summer. Heal the Bay helped develop the plan from
2002-05 but will not be an active participant in the actual restoration.

Despite this transparent process, a small but vocal contingent
of community members has raised concerns about the restoration

Here we address some of the common misconceptions about

the lagoon restoration:

MYTH: Malibu Lagoon is a thriving,
healthy environment

FACT: Since the early 1900s, increased
human activity has degraded Malibu La-
goon. Caltrans and others used the la-
goon for landfill in the 1950s and 1960s.
By the late 1970s the site was completely
filled and housed two baseball fields.
The wetland area historically extended
throughout the Civic Center and Malibu
Colony region, but the lagoon’s size has
been greatly diminished by urban devel-
opment along the coast. Decades of soil
dumping have destroyed much of the la-
goon’s natural function.

MY TH: Lagoon water should be still
and have little circulation

FACT: In a healthy lagoon system, tides
and river flows would remove built-up sed-
iments and flush them out to sea, especial-
ly on high tides or during rainstorms when
the river runs high. This natural circulation
creates an oxygenated system for aquatic
life to breathe. Because of the human dis-
turbance at Malibu Lagoon over the years,
there is not enough water flow or flushing
in the western part of the lagoon. With
too little flushing, fine sediments accumu-
late. They hold extra nutrients that cause
excessive algal growth, which depletes
oxygen in the water, stressing and threat-

ening aquatic life. Oxygen levels in Malibu
Lagoon have measured close to zero be-
cause of these problems. Better water flow
in the western portion of the lagoon will
reduce this stress on plants and aquatic
animals, helping them to thrive.

MY TH: Previous restoration activities
have worked, and the lagoon is function-
ing naturally

FACT: The restoration conducted by State
Parks in 1983 involved removing some of
the soils previously dumped in the lagoon
and creating the three lagoon channels.
However, that restoration did not plan well
for water movement. Now, 30 years later,
fine sediments are filling those channels
and choking the lagoon. The recently ap-
proved restoration plan will remove more
of the dumped soils that never should have
been placed there, and redirect the tidal
channels so that water can flush through
them in a more natural way, the lagoon will
be cleansed regularly by tides and creek
flows. If the restoration is not conducted,
the western portion of the lagoon may fill
completely with sediment.

MY TH: There is abundant native animal
and plant life in the Malibu Lagoon

FACT: Although the bird life at the lagoon
is diverse and abundant, the creatures that

live in the water -- the fish, crabs, shrimp,
clams and other invertebrates — are se-
verely threatened by the unhealthy condi-
tions in the western lagoon. Low oxygen
levels will continue to drive bottom-dwell-
ing creatures away, meaning less food for
birds and other wildlife. The State Water
Board and EPA have determined that the
invertebrate ecology and water quality
(nutrients, dissolved oxygen, fecal bacte-
ria) are impaired and must be cleaned up.

MY TH: This restoration can be effective
without machinery

FACT: Using machinery allows the work
to be done all at once, during one season.
This is important to allow the lagoon to re-
cover. In nature, occasional events such as
storms and floods help to “clean out” a
system like the lagoon, and the plants and
animals that live there quickly re-establish
themselves in the new, refreshed environ-
ment. Introduced sediment from past hu-
man activities is still affecting the lagoon,
and dissolved oxygen is often too low for
fish survival. Acclaimed wetland ecologists
helped design the Malibu Lagoon resto-
ration project to ensure success. Other
wetlands restoration projects in California,
such as Bolsa Chica and Carpinteria Salt
Marsh, have involved the use of heavy
machinery to address sediment and
circulation issues. These systems are now

healthier than they were before the resto-
ration projects.

MY TH: It’s the other problems in the
watershed that need to be addressed

FACT: Several issues impact the Malibu
Creek Watershed, from upstream develop-
ment, to circulation problems in the Mali-
bu Lagoon. Heal the Bay's Stream Team
has conducted comprehensive monitor-
ing throughout the watershed for over 10
years. With this data, we have successfully
called for the dry weather discharge prohi-
bition for Tapia Wastewater Treatment Plant
during summer months (April 15-October
15) to help protect surfers and swimmers
at Surfrider Beach, worked towards stron-
ger wastewater and septic controls in the
lower watershed and Civic Center area, and
worked with communities throughout the
watershed to reduce pollution associated
with runoff. We've removed several stream
barriers in the watershed to allow for fish
passage and partnered with wildlife agen-
cies to help to help reintroduce the tidewa-
ter goby to Malibu Lagoon. Heal the Bay
will continue to work throughout the water-
shed to improve habitat and water quality.

MY TH: The restoration plan was
completed behind closed doors without
public input. Stakeholders were allowed
to attend, but not speak.

FACT: The Malibu Lagoon restoration
project is the culmination of nearly two

decades of scientific research and public
concern. In a stakeholder driven process,
85 members participated in the Malibu La-
goon Task Force, part of the greater Malibu
Creek Watershed Advisory Council. The
planning work, including extensive environ-
mental review of numerous restoraton alter-
natives through public workshops and the
EIR process, was done in the mid 2000s, but
now permits and state funding are finally in
place to move forward with the project.

MY TH: Heal the Bay is profiting off of
funds supporting the Malibu Lagoon
restoration

FACT: Heal the Bay received funding
from the state in 2002 to convene the
Malibu Lagoon restoration project stake-
holder group and develop the restoration
plan. Similar to contract work conducted
for any project conducted by an entity, we
were funded to develop the restoration
plan in consultation with wetland ecolo-
gists and stakeholders, which was com-
pleted in 2005. We have not received any
funding to work on the project since then.
The lead groups on the actual restoration
activities are the Santa Monica Bay Resto-
ration Commission and State Parks.

MY TH: The project will threaten sensi-
tive and endangered species that live in
the lagoon

FACT: Top-notch ecologists helped
design the lagoon restoration plan. Con-

ducting the restoration during summer
(June 1 to October 15) is the most protec-
tive time frame for the fish and animals.
This timing was selected very carefully in
consultation with National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) fisher-
ies and the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service to best safeguard lagoon wildlife.
Furthermore, significant protections are
built into the restoration plan for wildlife.
Biologists will survey work areas and will
carefully move any fish and wildlife that they
find. They will place them in other areas of
the lagoon where they will be safe from any
impacts. They will count and record any
breeding or nesting birds, which will prob-
ably move to other areas of the lagoon on
their own and will not be touched. No work
will occur near any nesting or breeding
sites, to protect birds and chicks.

MY TH: This project eliminates beach
and lagoon access for beach goers and
naturalists

FACT: While the current bridge system
will be removed to reduce further sedi-
ment build up in the lagoon, the exist-
ing perimeter path will be enhanced for
easier access and educational signage.
The path will give better access to people
of all ages, including a bird blind for wild-
life viewing, interactive tide gauge, and
amphitheater to help facilitate educating
groups. This path also maintains access to
the beach for surfers and beachgoers.

Want to learn more? Visit: www.healthebay.org/blogs-news/facts-about-malibu-lagoon-restoration.
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$50,000 +

Anonymous (2)

California State Coastal Conservancy

The Diller - von Furstenberg Family
Foundation

Grousbeck Family Foundation

Donor Advised Fund of Jewish
Community Endowment

Anthony & Jeanne Pritzker
Family Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999 +

The Goldhirsh Foundation

Cindy & Alan Horn

Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

Rose Foundation for Communities
and the Environment

City of Santa Monica

Sempra Energy Foundation

Tom & Janet Unterman

$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous
99¢ Only Stores
Hatef Behnia & Elenice

Da Silva Pinto
Blue Donkey Foundation
Dayna & Stephen Bochco
John W. Carson Foundation
Clean Harbors
Bob & Cori Davenport
Ernst & Young
Ella Fitzgerald Charitable

Foundation
Flora Family Foundation
Frieda C. Fox Foundation
Madelyn & Bruce Glickfeld
Matt & Kathleen Hart
Jean & Stephen Kaplan
Kissick Family Foundation
LAcarGUY
Kelly & Ron Meyer
Jerry Nickelsburg & Gwyn Quillen
Brian O'Malley
Kirk Pfaff
Project Save Our Surf
The Rose Hills Foundation
Michael & Leanne Segal
SIMA Environmental Fund
simplehuman®
The Walt Disney Company

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous (3)

Peter Adee

Brown & Caldwell

Timothy Davis

EarthShare of California

Gwen Ewart & Robert Thomas
Fred Segal

Thank You

The following list represents gifts from September 1, 2010 through January 31, 2011.

Elisabeth & Tom Giovine

Daniel S. Haas Fund

Lisa Haque

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

Tatiana & Todd James

Los Angeles Marathon, LLC

Louis Vuitton

Donna Matson

Ted & Jacqueline Miller

Paramount Pictures

Kristin & Michael Sant

Erin Selleck & Kurt Holland

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Stoller Family Trust

Subaru

David and Sylvia Weisz Family
Philanthropic Fund

$1,000 - $4,999

Anonymous

213 Ventures

Daniel Abrams

Albertsons

Rochelle & William Alley

Alper Family Foundation

Jan & David Altemus

Apple Lane Foundation

Leslie Aronzon

Sam Bakhshandehpour

Katrina Ball

Steven Barkan

Barry Family Foundation

Baxter Charity Partners

Jack Baylis

The Beach Club

Melinda & Daniel Berman

Sanne Berrig

Best Buy

Linda Sue Bolt/Penniman Foundation

Jessica & John Bowlin

Lisa & David Boyle

Bruce Brown Jr.

Danny Brown

Jaime & Keith Bussell

California State Parks Foundation

The Captiva Foundation

Daniel Castellaneta & Deb Lacusta

Century City Doctors Hospital

Chaminad College Preparatory

City National Bank

CLIF Bar & Company

Andy Colby

Deborah & William Conrad

Lauri & Dennis Crane

Matthew Dalton

lan & Laurie Eddleston

Margaret Enders

Epson America

Ervin, Cohen & Jessup

Eris and Larry Field Family
Foundation

Todd Flora & Erin Tanenbaum

Berta & Frank Gehry

Generic Events

Debra Gerod

Cliff & Amy Gladstein

Patricia Glaser & Samuel Mudie

Earl Goldberg

Graphics 101

Francine & Buzz Harris

Jackie & Jim Hassett

Marina & George Hatch

HEAL Together

Susannah & Christopher
Henrikson

Kathleen Hirrel

Casey Hirsch

HO+K Interiors

Daryn Horton

Maura Howe & Rodd Perry

Mark Howell

Helen Hunt

Phil Jackson

Arlene James

Johnson Ohana Charitable
Foundation

William Josephs

JoAnn & Charles Kaplan

Wendy, Richard & Mitchell Katz

Leslie Kautz & Jack Weiss

Katharine King Fund of the Liberty
Hill Foundation

Don & Kristy Kinsey

The Kopcho Family Foundation

Michael Koss/Malibu Country Mart

Gloria and Jack Kramer Family
Foundation

Carl Kravetz & Dr. Aliza Lifshitz

The Laemmle Theatres Charitable
Foundation

LA Weekly

Linda Lichter & Nick Marck

Brett Loncar

City of Long Beach/Department
of Public Works

Makoff Family Foundation

Cydney & Gary Mandel

Corinne Martin

Valerie & Paul Mellinger

The Foundations of the Milken
Family

Benji Miller

Walter Miller

Wynn Miller

Dorothy Moore

Kathleen & William Mudd

Erik & Mimi Neandross

Nancy & Bruce Newberg

The Ronald Newburg Foundation

Nina Abrams Fund

Rosanne O’Brien

Allison & Kevin O’Malley

Pardee Properties

Patagonia

Marilyn Payne

Craig Perkins & Roxanne
Mora
Frank Perna

Josephine Powe & Thomas McGuire Jr.

Jody & Thomas Priselac

Darin Puhl

Christina & Diarmuid Quinn

Pearl and Bob Radnitz

Jolene & Michael Rapino

Trip & Carol Reeb

The Reese Family

Patricia Richardson

Holly Robinson/Avonlea Charitable
Foundation

Roll Giving

Rosenthal Family Foundation

Victoria & Harris Rosner

Danna & Edward Ruscha

Santa Monica Amusements

Santa Monica Baykeeper

Werner & Simone Scharff Family
Foundation

Miriam & Tom Schulman

The David & Linda Shaheen
Foundation

Shutters on the Beach/
Casa Del Mar

Wendy & Michael Sidley

Erin & Andrew Sloves

Janine M. Smith

Luan & Richard Smith

Southern California Coastal Water
Research Project

Sandra & John Spallino

Sport Chalet

SUPERVALU

Swimmer Family Foundation

John Tipton

Summer & Robert Turfe

Christine Von Wrangel & Michael
Tyler

Jiin Hwa Wang

Elizabeth & Steven Zaillian

$500 - $999

Anonymous (4)

Sheryl Amster

Richard Atwater

The Banky La Rocque
Foundation

Douglas Baron

Paul Bartholomew

Ann Bradley

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brandes

Thomas Breslin

Markell Brooks

Blake Brown

Janet & Mark Brown

Kent & Lauren Burton

Lawrence Butler

Cathey Cadieux

Calvillo & Meyer, LLP

Steve Calvillo

John Carlson

Charles Castleberry

Paul Chen

Matthew Colchamiro

Conde Nast Publications

Laurie Coots

Louisa & Stewart Cushman

Paula Dashiell

Jez Davidson

Susan Davis

John Densmore

Carolyn & John Diemer

Stephanie & Ronald Drews

Barbara Dreyfus

Ecopromos.com

Ellis Paint Company

Farbstein Family Charitable
Foundation

Teresa Ferguson & Ernest
Scheyhing

Jaque & Michael Forrest

Audree Fowler

Delia Frankel

S. David Freeman

Elaine & Michael Fresco

Laura & Mark Furey

The G2 Gallery

Kathleen Gavin

Deborah & Rocky
Gentner

Delaney Gerlich

William Glass

Michael Goff

The Gold Family

Michael Grandcolas

Green Running Events

Barry Gribbon & Jennifer
Malone

Marlene & Marshall
Grossman

Siavosh Hamadani

Carolyn Handler

Sofie Howard

Patricia & David Hunt

Gail & Robert Israel

Johnson-West

The Jones Family

Leslie Kahan

Maureen Kaine-Krolak

Chris Karkenny

Perry Kass

Allison Keller & Drew
Planting

Joel Kessler

Kimley-Horn Foundation

Alan Kleinman

Johnny Kreitman

Janet & Alan Krusi

Steven Lafferty

Lake Capital

Marcia & Gene Lucero

Malibou Lake Mountain
Club

Malibu Surfing Association

Laurie & Stephen Malley

Carol & Gerald Marcil

Gary Marks

Maxon Family Charitable
Foundation

Ramsey McDaniel

Peter McMillan 11l

Richard Mellett

Andrew Miller

Barbara Milliken

Beth Moore, M.D.

Magnus Morgan

Hardy Mosley

Lynn & John Murdock

Michele & Mark Nasatir

Gerda Newbold & John
Adler

The New York Community
Trust

Marian & John Niles

Richard Norton

Victoria Nourafchan & David
Rosenstein

Kevin O'Brien

Alejandro Ortiz

Kira Perov & Bill Viola

The Pillar Family

Susan Purcell & Yair Landau

Carolyn Ramsay & Andy
Goodman

Cristan & Kevin Reilly

Sandra & Thomas Ricker

The Rognlien Family Fund

Michael Rotenberg

Whitney & Jeffrey Roy

Dan Sandel

Santa Monica Bay Restoration
Commission

Elizabeth Sayre & David
Fuller

Carol & Charles Schwartz

Mildred & Sherwood
Schwartz

Nadya Scott

Robert Sinskey

Amy Smart

Jill Soffer

Paul & Mary Stimpfl

Suncoast Property

Tamara & Michael Tamburro

Charlotte Tarantola

Robert and Tama Taub
Family Fund

Randy Turtle

James Upchurch

Wendy Wert

Paralee White

Lou Williams

Marla & Tom Williams

David Yale

Leslie & Kenneth Yates

Harriet Zaretsky

The Zemeckis Charitable
Foundation

Ira Ziering

Bay Champions -
Ocean Level

Anonymous (3)

Mark Benjamin Foundation

Paul Beswick

Eric Der Sarkisian

John Edwards

Carol & Moises Emquies

Cindy & Glenn Frey

Camilla Frost

Jami & Klaus Heidegger

Christopher Hordan

Charlotte & Russ Lesser

Margaret Levy

Terrence Lynch & James
Martin

Donna Matson

Laurie & Thomas McCarthy

Scott Menville

Gia Moody

Erica Moore

Carol & Jerry Muchin

Jan & Larry Myers

Jerry Nickelsburg & Gwyn
Quillen

Ryan O’Neal

Rilla & Patrick Rogan

Amber Sakai

John Schwartz

Brad Senet

In Memory - Gregory D.
Wagner

Ruth Wernig

Yvonne & David Zaro

Bay Champions -
Marina Level

Juliette Anthony

Betty White Ludden
Susan & Matthew McGinnis
George McKaig

Dana Newman

Elizabeth & James Ralston
Laszlo Regos

Susan Sullivan

Robert Tanahashi

Dawn Vincent

Mark Winogrond

Corporate Healers

Cydcor, Inc.

Ernst & Young

Hilton Luxury Brands

Laureate Higher Education
Group

Madison Tyler Holdings

Teles Properties

The Tornante Company

Viceroy Hotel Group

Wells Fargo California
Business Banking

Wells Fargo Foundation

AQUADOPTION

Aquadoptions at Healithe Bay's Santa Monica Pier
Agquarium are a great way to connect with the marine
life of Santa Monica Bay. Aquadoptions have been

made for the following:

Mila Bakhshandhpour

Ethan Beane

Madeline Bray

Josephine Heeringa

Erick Jussen

Margaret Lew

Chloe & Peter McGowan

MLC Charter School Room Four
Third Graders

IN HONOR OF

honor.

Cora Alvarez

Luis & Sally Amaral

David Anderson

Lynn Anderson

Rochelle & Leo Baker

Ethan Beane

Norm Bellante

Parker Bent

Jessica Bihari

Ron & Barbara Boyd

Stacy Burgum

Vivian Cannon

Avril Chua

Paula Daniels

Adam Davidson

Tommy Dewey

Manual Diaz

Tim Doyle

Tim & Eliza Earle

Jennifer and Tom Everhart

Marvin Farber

Dr. H. Regina Ferguson &
Peter Hapke

The Fishman Family

Hannah Glick

Sheila Goldman

Timothy Goodrich

Maia Gordon

Claudia & Marcia Graham-Grace

Eileen Guliasi

Many Holiday Friends

Maeve Humphry & Fiona Colo

Kevin Hunter

Gale Anne Hurd

Isabella Jacobson

Bernardo Jaduszliwer

Catherine Johansson

IN MEMORY OF

friends of:

Harry Antler
Victor Beasley
Robert Carvel
Mike Coash
Joe Crocker
John B. Eshelman
Owen Furey
Marc George
Lloyd Gordon
Edward Higgins
Andrew Koenig
Jim Kragh

A wonderful way to make a holiday gift, commemorate
a special occasion, milestone or birthday for friends or
family is to make a donation to Heal the Bay in their

The following people have been honored recently:

Donations have been made to Heal the Bay in memory
of the following people who have passed away. We at
Heal the Bay extend our sympathies to the family and

Montessori School of
Manhattan Beach)
Brooke, Brendan & Grace O'Malley
Becky Schloze
Lucy Schneiderman
Stella Schneiderman
Alicia Stella in memory of
Mike Coash
Ali Hossein Tehrani
Wells Fargo Capital Finance

Joelle & Guy Juillard
Esther Kamm

Leo Kaplan

Jake & Lisa Keating
Kenzie

Pat Kerry

Alison Klossner

Jeff & Susan Knowles
Jaqueline Kortekas
Sandy & Ken Kurtz
Kristel Leung

Sage & Lucy

Caleb Mann

Mark Markline

Carrie & Nadir's Marriage
Kirk McGettigan

Jamie McLaughlin & Jeff Stilson
Doug Mochizuki

Sheryl Mochizuki
Richard Muirhead

Bob Parmenter

John & Kristin Pike
Gracie Plunkett

John Quinn

Michael Segal

Allan & Judy Sher
Steve & Lynn Starkey
Rod Stephens
Synergy-Eco Surfboards
Chris & Sara Taylor
Albert Valdez

Joanna Vargas

George Vicente

Doug & Barbara Wagner
Lynn Duffy Walton

Don Watson

Janey Williams

Albert LeBouton Il
Rita Mansfield
Desmond McDonald
Kevin Mclntyre
Lee Miller
Madison Miller
Alexis Palmer
Richard Samore
Keith Talbot

John Van Ert Jr.

Po Wai (John) Yuen
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