
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nine in 10 Californians say the quality of the 
beach and ocean is just as important to them 
personally as well as for the overall quality of 
life and economy in the state.13 
 
California’s ocean economy is valued at $43 
billion.
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On February 8, 2007 the Ocean Protection 
Council adopted a comprehensive resolution 
on marine debris that outlines specific actions 
for California to prevent and reduce marine 
debris.  Specifically, the Resolution calls for 
target reductions of derelict fishing gear.7  
 
Washington State, Oregon, Hawaii, Louisiana, 
Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, and Texas all 
have derelict fishing gear removal programs.12 
 
 

A Need for Legislation 

Derelict fishing gear includes nets, lines, crab and 

shrimp traps/pots, and other recreational and/or  

commercial harvest equipment that has been lost or 

abandoned in the marine environment.
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Most fishing nets are made from synthetic fibers 

that take a long time to degrade and may never de-

grade.  Commercial netting can take 30-40 years to 

decompose, and monofilament fishing line can take 

up to 600 years to decompose.
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Derelict fishing gear can entangle divers and swim-
mers.  Lost or abandoned gear can wrap around 
rudders, propellers, anchors, or drive shafts and 
significantly damage marine vessels.  
 

 
 
 

Lost or abandoned nets have been found to drift 
thousands of miles trapping and killing fish, turtles, 
seabirds, and other marine life.
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Virtually all of the entanglement records compiled 
for 34 species of fish and 8 species of crab in a re-
cent study show death caused by derelict fishing 
gear.
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“Ghost fishing,” where marine animals are trapped 
in lost or abandoned nets and traps, is a lead cause 
of marine mammal deaths each year.
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Sensitive marine habitats and ecosystems are 
threatened by lost or abandoned gear. 
 
On average, almost 10% of all brown pelicans and 
gulls admitted to wildlife rehabilitation centers in 
California are injured by entanglement in, or inges-
tion of fishing gear.  California sea lions, pacific har-
bor seals and Northern elephant seals are also con-
sistently injured.
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The Problem 

 

Establishes a database of known 
derelict fishing gear, including the 
location and type of gear. 

 
Requires a person who loses 
commercial fishing gear within the 
waters of the state and offshore to 
report this loss within 48 hours.  

 
Requires that all fishing licenses and 
brochures contain a toll-free telephone 
number and website to report derelict 
fishing gear. 

 
Establishes target reductions for the 
removal and disposal of derelict 
fishing gear by January 1, 2010. 

  
Requires traps and trawl nets to be 
tagged or coded with the owner’s 
identification number to assist in the 
identification and recovery of derelict 
fishing gear.   

Removal of derelict fishing gear. Photo courtesy of 
the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife/NOAA. 

“…derelict fishing gear poses serious threats around the 
world, entrapping marine life, destroying coral reefs and 
other habitat, and even posing danger to humans.”  

   – U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy 

Tackling Derelict Fishing Gear: SB 899 (Simitian) 

       Marine Impacts 

SB 899: 

Sea turtle caught in derelict net.  Photo courtesy of 
Proyecto Karumbe. 
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